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Before you start

Most blinds that do not fit were measured from the wrong place, not with the wrong tape. This guide 
shows you where to measure for each type of fitting, what to write down and when to stop and ask us. It is 
the same method we use on a free home visit before we make blinds in our Rainham workshop. At the end 
there is a measurement sheet you can print and fill in.

The tools

1 A steel tape measure. A fabric tape stretches and sags, especially across wider windows.

2 A short steel rule, for small measurements such as bead depth and handle clearance.

3 A bank card, for the bead depth check on Perfect Fit windows.

4 A pencil and the measurement sheet at the end of this guide.

5 A second person for windows wider than you can comfortably reach.

6 A phone camera, so you can photograph each window and anything unusual about it.

General rules for every blind
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These rules apply whichever blind you choose.

1 Use a steel tape and keep it straight and flat.

2 Measure in millimetres, not centimetres or inches. Round to the nearest millimetre.

3 Measure the width three times, at the top, the middle and the bottom.

4 Measure the drop three times, on the left, in the centre and on the right.

5 Write all three figures down, then use the smallest of each.

6 Measure every window and every pane separately. Windows that look the same are often a few 
millimetres different.

7 Do not deduct anything yourself unless the guide for your fitting type tells you to.

8 Label every measurement with the room and the window, for example "Bedroom 2, left pane".

Top

Middle

Bottom

Use the
smallest

Measure the width at the top, middle and bottom, and use the smallest figure

T I P

Windows are rarely perfectly square, especially in older houses. Using the smallest figure means the 
blind will fit at the narrowest point.

Perfect Fit blinds

A Perfect Fit blind clips onto the glazing bead of a uPVC window and is made to the size of the glass, not 
the recess. The bead is the strip that holds the glass in place, with a rubber seal between it and the glass.

Glass to bead.

1 Find the point where the glass disappears under the rubber seal on the left.

2 Measure across to the same point on the right. That is one width.

3 Repeat at the top, middle and bottom. Use the smallest.

How to Measure for Made-to-Measure Blinds

homedecisions.co.uk   ·   01708 505379 Page 3 of 11

https://homedecisions.co.uk/


4 Measure the drop the same way, from the seal at the top to the seal at the bottom, on the left, centre 
and right. Use the smallest.

5 Do not deduct anything. The allowance for the frame and brackets is built in when the blind is made.

If the seals stick out over the glass by more than a few millimetres, the right measuring point depends on 
whether the seals are soft or solid. If your seals look unusually wide, photograph them and send the 
picture to us.

Width: seal to seal

Drop:
seal to seal

Measure the visible
glass, in millimetres

Measure the visible glass, from the inner edge of the seal on one side to the other

Bead depth check.

The bead depth is how far the face of the window frame sits back from the glass. It decides the size of 
bracket your blind needs.

1 Lay a bank card flat across the corner of the frame so it bridges the bead.

2 Measure from the glass to the underside of the card.

3 Write it down to the nearest millimetre.

Common depths are 18 mm, 20 mm and 24 mm, but older or chunkier frames can sit outside that, so 
always measure. Check your blind's own instructions for the depths it accepts.

Glass to card = bead depth

Bank card bridging the bead

Bead

Glass

Bridge the bead with a card and measure from the glass to the card
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You also need a flat strip of frame all round the outside of the bead for the blind frame to sit on. Check 
your blind's own instructions for the space it needs.

Handle clearance.

The blind frame sits on the same part of the window as the handle, so the handle can get in the way.

1 With a steel rule, measure from the edge of the glass, where it meets the seal, across to the nearest 
edge of the handle base.

2 Note which side the handle is on.

3 Do the same for any trickle vent or restrictor near the glass edge.

Each system sets its own minimum gap between the edge of the glass and any obstruction such as a 
handle, so check your blind's own instructions or tell us the figure. If your handle is too close, a handle 
spacer or a slimline handle can often solve it, and we can advise.

Handle base

Glass edge to handle:
check the clearance
your blind needs

Glass

Measure from the glass edge to the nearest edge of the handle base

T I P

Perfect Fit blinds do not suit most timber windows or windows with no rubber seal. If you cannot feel a 
seal, a recess or face fit blind is the better choice.

Recess blinds and exact-size blinds

Standard roller, Roman, Venetian and vertical blinds can sit inside the window recess or outside it. When 
you order, you tell us whether your figures are the recess size or the exact size of the blind you want.

Recess size. You give us the inside measurements of the recess, wall to wall and top to sill, using the 
smallest of three readings each way. We take a small allowance off when the blind is made, so it runs 
freely without rubbing the walls. Do not take anything off yourself.

Exact size. You give us the finished size of the blind itself, and we make it to that figure with nothing taken 
off. This is usually used for face fit blinds, or when you are replacing a blind and know exactly what you 
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want.

Recess size

We take a small
allowance off

Exact size

Made to your
figure

Recess size: we take a small allowance off. Exact size: we make the blind to your figure

Recess depth.

For a blind inside the recess, you also need the recess depth.

1 Measure from the window frame, or from the glass if the frame is flush, forward to the front edge of 
the recess.

2 Check it in a few places, because plaster is not always even.

3 Note anything that sticks out into the recess, such as handles, tiles or a deep sill.

Each type of blind needs a different depth to sit inside the recess, and double rollers need more than single 
blinds. Check your blind's own instructions, or tell us the figure and we will confirm what fits. If the recess 
is too shallow, a face fit is usually the answer.

S A F E T Y

Before you choose a fitting position, think about where cords and chains will hang. Keep cots, beds, high 
chairs and play pens away from blinds [1].

Face fit blinds

A face fit blind is fixed to the wall or frame above the window, outside the recess, so it covers the whole 
opening.

1 Measure the width of the opening, then decide how far you want the blind to overlap on each side. A 
wider overlap blocks more light at the edges.

2 Measure the drop from where the brackets will go, usually above the recess, to where you want the 
blind to stop, either on the sill, below it or at the floor.

3 Give these figures as an exact size.
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4 Check that nothing gets in the way of the overlap, such as a radiator, curtain pole, light switch or 
tiled reveal.

T I P

Face fit is often the better choice for blackout in a bedroom, because the overlap covers the gaps that let 
light in around a recess blind.

Roof windows

Roof windows need blinds made for that specific window, so you do not need to measure them at all. You 
read the code from the window instead.

1 Open the ventilation flap at the top of the window.

2 Look for the type sign in the right-hand corner of the top sash, behind the flap.

3 Write down the full code. It shows the window's type, size and variant, plus a production code.

4 Photograph the sign so nothing is copied wrongly.

Type sign

Roof window

Top sash, right-hand corner, behind the flap

The type sign sits in the right-hand corner of the top sash, behind the flap

If you cannot find or read the sign, we can read it at the free visit.

Double roller blinds

A double roller has two rollers on one bracket, usually a blackout fabric and a sheer, each with its own 
chain.

1 Measure width and drop in the same way as a single blind, smallest of three each way.

2 Measure the recess depth carefully. Two rollers need noticeably more depth than one, and if the 
recess is too shallow, the blind is face fitted instead.
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3 Decide whether both rollers need the same drop. A blackout roller might go to the sill while the 
sheer stops higher, or the other way round. Write both drops down.

4 On a tilt and turn window, check that the handle can turn freely with the bracket in place.

5 In a bay, measure each section on its own. Each one gets its own blind.

S A F E T Y

A double roller has two chains, so it needs two chain safety devices. Blinds with a chain that could form 
a loop should be kept out of reach of babies and young children [2].
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Measurement sheet

Print this page and fill in one row per pane. Write every figure in millimetres. For Fit type, write Perfect Fit, Recess, Face fit or Roof window. Use Notes for handle 
clearance, recess depth, handle side and anything unusual.

T I P

Circle the smallest width and the smallest drop in each row. Those are the figures to give us.

Room Window Width 1 Width 2 Width 3 Drop 1 Drop 2 Drop 3 Bead 
depth

Fit type Notes
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Room Window Width 1 Width 2 Width 3 Drop 1 Drop 2 Drop 3 Bead 
depth

Fit type Notes
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Let us measure for free

If your windows are bays, tilt and turn, out of square, or you simply want to be sure, let us do it. Our home 
measuring visit is free. We measure every pane, check every bead, handle and recess, and bring samples 
so you can see fabrics in your own light. Your written quote is emailed or phoned through after the visit. 
We have been measuring and fitting across East London and Essex since 2015.

N E E D  A  H A N D ?

Book a free measuring visit
We measure at your home for free, make your blinds in our Rainham workshop and fit them 
across East London and Essex. Your written quote is emailed or phoned through after the visit.

Book online: homedecisions.co.uk Call 01708 505379

HomeDecisions Blinds & Curtains, C3, Star Business Centre, Fair View Industrial Estate, Marsh Wy, Rainham RM13 8UP. 
Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm.
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